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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5213

State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators
Brandl and, Hargrove, Esser, Regala, MAuliffe, Thibaudeau, Stevens,
Kohl - Wl | es and Shi n)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 08/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to supporting the long-term success of famlies
with children by renoving barriers to Tenporary Assistance for Needy
Famlies and the W rkFirst progranms; anmending RCW 74.08.025; and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:
(1) Too many famlies with children in Washington are unable to

afford shelter, <clothing, and other necessities of |I|ife; basic
necessities that are at the core of economc security and famly
stability.

(2) Parents who lack resources for shelter, <clothing, and
transportation are less likely to obtain enploynment or have the ability
to adequately provide for their children's physical and enotional well -
bei ng and educati onal success.

(3) Washington's tenporary assistance for needy famlies helps
financially struggling famlies find jobs, keep their jobs, get better
jobs, and build a better life for their children through the WorkFirst
program
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(4) Participation in the WrkFirst program through tenporary
assistance for needy famlies is an inportant step towards self-
sufficiency and decreased long-term reliance on governnental
assi st ance.

(5) Renmoving this barrier to participation in tenporary assistance
for needy famlies and WorkFirst will serve to strengthen famlies and
communi ties throughout the state.

(6) Preventing even one percent of these individuals from
reof fending by extending econom c and enploynent opportunities wll
result in |law enforcenent and correctional savings that substantially
exceed the cost of tenporary assistance for needy famlies and
Wor kFi rst servi ces.

Sec. 2. RCW74.08.025 and 2004 c 54 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Public assistance nmay be awarded to any applicant:

(a) Who is in need and otherwi se neets the eligibility requirenents
of departnent assistance prograns; and

(b) Who has not made a voluntary assignnent of property or cash for
t he purpose of qualifying for an assistance grant; and

(c) Who is not an inmate of a public institution except as a
patient in a nedical institution or except as an inmate in a public
institution who could qualify for federal aid assistance: PROVI DED,
That the assistance paid by the departnment to recipients in nursing
homes, or receiving nursing honme care, may cover the cost of clothing
and incidentals and general nmaintenance excl usive of nedical care and
health services. The departnent may pay a grant to cover the cost of
clothing and personal incidentals in public or private nedical
institutions and institutions for tuberculosis. The departnent shal
allow recipients in nursing honmes to retain, in addition to the grant
to cover the cost of clothing and incidentals, wages received for work
as a part of a training or rehabilitative program designed to prepare
the recipient for less restrictive placenent to the extent permtted
under Title XI X of the federal social security act.

(2) Any person otherw se qualified for tenporary assistance for
needy famlies under this title who has resided in the state of
Washington for fewer than twelve consecutive nonths imrediately
preceding application for assistance is limted to the benefit level in
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the state in which the person resided inmediately before Washi ngton

using the eligibility rules and other definitions established under
this chapter, that was obtainable on the date of application in
Washi ngton state, if the benefit |level of the prior state is |ower than
the level provided to simlarly situated applicants in Wshington
state. The benefit |evel under this subsection shall be in effect for
the first twelve nonths a recipient is on tenporary assistance for
needy famlies in Washington state.

(3) Any person otherwise qualified for tenporary assistance for
needy famlies who is assessed through the state al cohol and substance
abuse program as drug or al cohol -dependent and requiring treatnent to
becone enpl oyabl e shall be required by the departnent to participate in
a drug or alcohol treatnent programas a condition of benefit receipt.

(4) In order to be eligible for tenporary assistance for needy
famlies benefits, any applicant with a felony conviction ((after

August—21—1996)) involving drug use or possession((—must—(a)Have

years—pr+or—to—therost—eurrent—convietion)) after August 21, 1996, and
who is found eligible for tenporary assistance for needy famlies
benefits after the effective date of this act, shall becone ineligible
to receive such benefits if he or she is convicted of nore than one
subsequent felony for drug use or possession after the effective date
of this act.

(5) Pursuant to 21 U S.C. 862a(d)(1), the departnent shall exenpt
individuals fromthe eligibility restrictions of 21 U S. C. 862a(a)(1)
and (2) to ensure eligibility for tenporary assistance for needy
famlies benefits and federal food assistance.

~-- END ---

p. 3 2SSB 5213



	Section 1.
	Section 2.

